
Welcome Ceremony

WELCOME TO ALL OUR CHERISHED GUESTS 

Sorin Mihai Cîmpeanu, Rector of the University of Agronomic Sciences and Veterinary Medicine        
of Bucharest (USAMV) and Vice President of the Romanian Senate
Robert Cazanciuc, Vice President of the Romanian Senate
Ligia Deca, Minister of Education
Sebastian Burduja, Minister of Energy
Nicușor Dan, General Mayor of Bucharest
François Laurens, President of International Society for Horticultural Science
Florin Stănică, Vice-Rector of USAMV and President of the European Horticulture Congress 2024

THE EHC SYMPOSIA, FROM THOUGHT TO ACTION

Paolo Inglese, Full Professor of Horticulture at the Università degli Studi di Palermo. He has 
chaired courses in Agricultural Science and Technology and Food Science and Technology at the 
University of Palermo since 2009. His contributions extend beyond academia, serving as a Member 
of the National University Council in Italy and holding memberships in prestigious academies. With 
extensive experience in horticultural science, Paulo has served as President of the Italian Society of 
Horticultural Science and chaired numerous international conferences and congresses. 

WILD ROMANIA MOVIE. NATURE IS THE BEST TEACHER. I AM LEARNING FROM IT, I AM RELYING ON 
IT, I AM INSPIRED BY IT. 

This ambitious documentary is 100% filmed in the Romanian wilderness and it is the first extensive 
movie about the nature of ROMANIA made entirely by a local team. It features the stories of the most 
impressive landscapes and the most emblematic animals, weaved together in a complete seasonal 
journey. Wild Romania movie had a huge success at some International festivals and it is part of a 
bigger project that is focusing on nature conservation through education.

4:00 pm

4:30 pm

4:45 pm

4:00 pm, SUNDAY, 12th of May



ADAPTATION AND MITIGATION MEASURES IN FRUIT GROWING TO CLIMATIC CHANGING

Cristos Xiloianis, a distinguished figure in Agricultural Sciences.  Graduating from the University of 
Pisa in 1972, he went on to earn his Master’s degree from Sant’Anna University of Pisa and a PhD from 
the University of Padua. As a full professor at the University of Basilicata for nearly three decades, 
he has authored/co-authored 250 papers on various topics including nutrition, water relations, and 
sustainable orchard management. 

WELCOME TO ROMANIA BY ,,BUCUR” ENSEMBLE OF USAMV BUCHAREST

Introducing you to Romania is the ,,Bucur” Ensemble of USAMV Bucharest, born from the passion of 
music and dance enthusiasts among our students in 2016. Led by choreographer Vlăduț Simulescu, 
the ensemble comprises students from all faculties, dedicated to the art of traditional Romanian 
dance and song. Our repertoire showcases dances from Oltenia, Muntenia, and Dobrogea regions, 
with soloists also presenting pieces from Făgăraș and Bucovina. 

PROMOTING AND PROTECTING THE NATURAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE OF ROMANIA

Charlie Ottley is a British journalist, TV presenter, poet, and filmmaker. He gained fame by creating 
travel documentaries about Romania’s natural landscapes, such as “Wild Carpathia” and “Flavours of 
Romania”. Acknowledging his efforts in promoting culture and tourism, the Romanian government 
honoured him with The Cultural Merit Order in 2021. 

WELCOME TO ROMANIA BY IRINA SÂRBU & BAND

Introducing the Irina Sârbu Band, a dynamic ensemble celebrating 20 years of musical collaboration. 
Led by Irina Sârbu’s powerful yet supple vocals, alongside Puiu Pascu on piano, Ciprian Parghel 
on bass, and Tudor Parghel on drums, each performance sets a new standard of excellence. 
With a solid classical music background, Irina’s distinctive voice and extensive stage experience 
effortlessly traverse jazz standards, Romanian folk songs, interbelic-era classics, and even vocal 
interpretations of instrumental pieces. 

Welcome COCKTAIL offered by SORIN MIHAI CÎMPEANU,  Rector of the University of Agronomic 
Sciences and Veterinary Medicine of Bucharest and Vicepresident of the Romanian Senate. 

5:20 pm

5:40 pm

5:50 pm

6:05 pm

6:25 pm

FOOD AND LANDSCAPE                                                                                                                                                                             
HOW THE SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE CONTRIBUTES TO RESILIENT LANDSCAPES

Francesca Neonato, Founding Partner of PN Studio PROGETTO NATURA. With a large experience 
in environmental consultancy and landscape design, Francesca has made contributions to projects 
worldwide, focusing on parks, green facilities, and ecological networks. She is renowned for her 
expertise in regenerative agriculture, landscape restoration, and Healing gardens design. As a 
member of AIAPP and Chair of IFLA Europe Working Group “Agricultural Landscapes,” Francesca is 
dedicated to advancing the field of landscape architecture.

5:00 pm

Welcome Ceremony
4:00 pm, SUNDAY, 12th of May


