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The Cathedral of Curtea de Argeș (early 16th century) is a Romanian Orthodox cathedral in Curtea de 

Argeș, Romania. It is located on the grounds of the Curtea de Argeș Monastery, and is dedicated to 

Dormition of the Mother of God. The building is the seat of the Archdiocese of Argeș and Muscel. 

The cathedral is faced with pale grey limestone, which was easily chiselled then hardened on exposure. 

The interior is of brick, plastered and decorated with frescoes. Nearby on the grounds stands the large 

Neo-Romanian style Royal Palace built in late 19th century. 

 

The building resembles a very large and elaborate mausoleum, and was built in the Byzantine 

architectural style, with arabesques. The cathedral sits upon a raised platform, 7 ft (2.1 m) above the 

surrounding grade, and encircled by a stone balustrade. In shape the structure is oblong, with a many-

sided annex at the back. A dome rises in the center, fronted by two smaller twisting and leaning cupolas, 

while a secondary dome, broader and loftier than the central one, springs from the annex. Each summit 

is crowned by an inverted pear-shaped stone, bearing a triple cross, emblematic of the Trinity. 

The windows are mere slits; those of the tambours (the cylinders on which the cupolas rest) are curved 

and slant at an angle of 70 degrees, as though the tambours were leaning to one side. 

Between the pediment and the cornice a thick corded moulding is carried round the main building. 

Above this comes a row of circular shields, adorned with intricate arabesques, while bands and wreaths 

of lilies are everywhere sculptured on the windows, balconies, tambours and cornices, adding lightness 

to the fabric. 

Facing the main entrance is a small open shrine, consisting of a cornice and dome upheld by four pillars. 



The archives of the cathedral were plundered by Hungarian and Ottoman troops, but several 

inscriptions, Greek, Slavic, and Romanian, are left. 

One tablet records that the founders were Prince Neagoe Basarab (1512–1521) and his wife Milica 

Despina of Wallachia; another that Prince, Radu de la Afumati completed the work in 1526; a third 

describes the repairs executed in 1681 by Prince Șerban Cantacuzino; a fourth, the restoration, in 1804, 

by Joseph, the first bishop. Between 1875 and 1885 the cathedral was reconstructed, and in 1886 it 

was reconsecrated. 

Manole legend 

A legend tells of Radu Negru employing a Meșterul Manole or Manoli as architect. With Manole being 

unable to finish the walls, the prince threatened him and his assistants with death. At last Manole 

suggested that they should follow the ancient custom of placing a living woman into the foundations; 

and that she who first appeared on the following morning should be the victim. The other masons 

warned their families, and Manole was forced to sacrifice his own wife. Thus the cathedral was built. 

When Manole and his masons told the prince that they could always build an even greater building, 

Radu Negru had them stranded on the roof so that they could not build something to match it. They 

fashioned wooden wings and tried to fly off the roof, but, one by one, they all fell to the ground.[citation 

needed] A spring of clear water, named after Manole, is said to mark the spot where he fell. 

On 16 December 2017, former king Michael I was buried here with a state funeral, his remains joining 

those of his wife Anne, who had died in 2016.[6] Those attending the funeral included Carl XVI Gustaf 

of Sweden and Queen Silvia, Juan Carlos I of Spain and Queen Sofia, Charles, Prince of Wales, Henri, 

Grand Duke of Luxembourg, and Princess Astrid and Prince Lorenz of Belgium. 

The remains of Helen, the mother of King Michael, were returned to Romania from the Bois-de-Vaux 

Cemetery in Switzerland on 18 October 2019. They were interred in the cathedral on 19 October. 

More information about Cathedral of Curtea de Argeș visit the website: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curtea_de_Arge%C8%99_Cathedral  
 
 

Alba Iulia is the site of the ancient Apulum, founded by the Romans in the 2nd cent. A.D., and destroyed 
by Tatars in 1241. It was the seat (16th–17th cent.) of the princes of Transylvania, of a Roman Catholic 
bishop, and of an Eastern Orthodox metropolitan. 
From 1599 to 1601, Alba Iulia was the capital of the united principalities of Walachia, Transylvania, and 
Moldavia. It was the site (1918) of the proclamation of Transylvania's union with Romania and of the 
coronation of King Ferdinand in 1922. 
Today, many Romanians consider Alba Iulia to be the spiritual capital city of Romania. 
Situated at 270 m altitude, distanced at 380 km from Bucharest, 100 km from Cluj and 241 km from 
Arad, the city lies in the perimeter formed by the rivers Ampoi and Sebes and the top of the Apuseni 
Mountains that mount mildly and lithely towards the terraces of the river Mures and the Transylvanian 
hills. 
The city lies on the first of the Mures's terasses, which forms an 8-10 km long and 2-4 km large field 
towards East. 
The Western side of the city is surrounded by the forested crests of Metallic Mountains out of which 
630m high Mamut Mountain stands out. Towards East, across Mures River, there are the red clayey 
hills from Transylvanian Hills, penetrated by the rivers Sebes and Mures. 
In the South one can see the tops of the Sebes Mountains, with Surianu Mountain (2245) and Patru 
Mountain (2130). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curtea_de_Arge%C8%99_Cathedral


The city is crossed by the E80 highway, which represents the link to Deva and Cluj Napoca. 
The territory of Alba Iulia municipality is crossed by the 46°41' Northern Latitude parallel and by 23°36' 
Eastern longitude meridian. 
 

 
 
The City has been inhabited since ancient times. 
There are settling traces dating from 106-107 b.C. when the existence of Dacian hovels was mentioned. 
Next to them, two towns developed and later become municipia and collonia. 
A bi-millenary municipality, a heart-shaped, historical city of monuments and national becoming, Alba 
Iulia had a very important contribution to the history of human settlings and fortified citadels. 
Alba Iulia had a very important contribution to the history of human settlings and fortified citadels. 
 
The city is situated at an old gold and salt commercial crossroads, into the perimeter formed by the 
rivers Ampoi and Sebes and the crests of the Apuseni Mountains that mount mildly and lithely towards 
the terrace of the river Mures and the Transylvanian Hills. The gentle climate and the richness of the 
soil rendered this area habitable even since ancient times. Archeologists register rich vestiges of the 
material culture - dating since Neolithic, Bronze Era, Hallstatt, Latene and Middle Ages - undeniable 
proof of our continuity on these territories. 
 
The tribe of the Dacians from "the far-off Appulus" is mentioned in "Consolatio ad Liviam - Poetae latini 
minores", and the geographer Ptolemaios revealed in his "Geographical Guide" (written in the first half 
of the second century) the coordinates of the city: 49°15' longitude - 46° 41' latitude. 
The XIII Gemina Legion is to be billeted here in one of the major stoned Roman camps during the years 
Dacia was a Roman province. Along with the Dacians, the new comers (the Romans), "ex toto orbe 
romano", are the ancestors of the Romanian people, appropriating the Dacian ancient toponym 
Apoulon (a fortress situated at Piatra Craivii, 20 km North of Alba Iulia, which became the Roman 
Apulum). 
 



Two roman cities, first municipia and later collonia, have developed near the Roman camps, into the 
fortress, but also nearby the Mures river, in Partos. 
The settlings became two of the most wealthy and important places of Dacia - ("Chrysopolis" 251-253 
d. Chr.) - outstanding in diversity and the novelty of the local civilization. 
 
Temples and polychrome mosaics, thermae and statues, amphitheaters, porticos, the governor's palace 
"Daciarum Trium" - that would be in brief the synthesis of this important military-political, economic-
commercial and cultural-artistic center, the miniature copy of the mother Rome. 
Imperialism had irreversibly and unmistakably marked the existence and the consciousness of the 
Romanced popular Latin speaker inhabitants. 
 
This was the beginning of a new world - orbs romana. The settling continuity, the pre-early and late 
feudal towns and graveyards, the hoards, the rotunda baptistery uncovered from the Roman-Catholic 
Cathedral's floor, the presence of Hyeroteos who came here straight from Constantinopol, indicate the 
existence of a Christian world. 
 
Middle Age was earlier here, Alba being certified as a county in 1171, then as "civitas", along with 
Brasov, Sibiu and Rodna. The first documentary reference Alba Iulia had been made in 1276, and was 
then taken over and consequently translated as Bãlgrad or Gyulafehérvár. 
An Episcopal citadel and an important political, military and ecclesiastic center of the province, Alba 
Iulia reached an important climax between 1542-1690, being the capital of the independent 
Principality of Transylvania and "the residence of the Transylvanian princes", as the traveler Evlia Celebi 
eloquently wrote. Famous rulers and voivodes, musicians and painters, ambassadors and scholars, 
engineers and doctors met in "the city of fine arts", endowing this "Transylvanian Heidelberg" with a 
new glowing. 
 
An important commercial center, a real foundation stone of the province and of the entire South-
Eastern European world, the city has gained a special cultural importance due to the notable 
accomplishments in the bishops Ladislau Gereb and Francis Varday's time but mostly during the prince 
Gabriel Bethlen's time. 
 
The well-known Collegium Academicum, the first higher educational institution in Transylvania, which 
had been running since 1622, boasted for about four decades some of the most brilliant 
representatives of the European Humanism and Renaissance: Apaczai Csere Janos, Martin Opitz, 
Alstedius, Biserfeldius, Johannes Piscator, genuine titans with passion for knowledge and 
multilaterality. Nowadays the local universities continue the tradition of the old academic schools. 
Between 1577-1702, more than 22 works, "real masterpieces of language, belief and Romanian 
feeling", such as Tetraevangheliarul slavon (1579), Evanghelia de invatatura (1641), Noul Testament de 
la Balgrad (1648), Psaltirea (1651), Bucoavna (1699) or Chiriacodromionul (1699) came out of the 
printing presses of Balgrad. The ample series of incunabula and rare books (such as Codex Aureus) from 
the Batthyaneum Library (where it is the oldest astronomic observatory in Romania) enrich through 
their singleness the culture of Alba Iulia. The well-known Collegium Academicum, the first higher 
educational institution in Transylvania, which had been running since 1622, boasted for about four 
decades some of the most brilliant representatives of the European Humanism and Renaissance: 
Apaczai Csere Janos, Martin Opitz, Alstedius, Biserfeldius, Johannes Piscator, genuine titans with 
passion for knowledge and multilaterality. Nowadays the local universities continue the The ample 
series of incunabula and rare books (such as Codex Aureus) from the Batthyaneum Library (where it is 
the oldest astronomic observatory in Romania) enrich through their singleness the culture of Alba Iulia. 
On the first of November 1599, once with the voivode Michael the Brave's victorious arrival, Alba Iulia 
has become the capital of the first political union of all Romanians. His military, administrative, cultural 
and national accomplishments represent a seal-symbol of the Transylvanian map and of Romanian 
people's consciousness. The mitropoly that he had founded here, "our most resistant and useful 



establishment from this side of the Carpathians", symbolizes the integration of Transylvania into the 
great Romania. 
 
Having been overtaken by the Austrian suzerainty after 1700, the city of Alba Iulia had experienced 
fundamental changes between 1714-1738 and therefore became a real military bulwark, a monument 
of baroque architecture built in Vauban style. 
 
Alba Iulia has the greatest and best-preserved fortress of this kind in Romania, which has become an 
effigy of the city. The serfs revolt led by Horea, Closca and Crisan, tragically put down in February 28th 
1785 on the Pitchfork Hill, makes the city a seal symbol of the fight for justice and freedom. 
Eloquently defined by Nicolae Iorga as "the cultural municipality", Alba Iulia also honored its reputation 
through the synods organized by the Romanian priests, through public assemblies of Astra (1866, 1875, 
1886) and those of the Romanian Theatre Fund Society (1878, 1909), through papers and publications, 
the well known names of St. Ludwig Roth, Mihai Eminescu, Nicolae Iorga, Octavian Goga, Lucian Blaga, 
Liviu Rebreanu, Iuliu Maniu, Constantin Daicoviciu ennobling the city. 
On the 1st of December 1918 another glorious page of history was written in the citadel of martyrdom 
and glory, as a corollary of its millenary history. Here, in Alba Iulia, on the Field of Horea, 100,000 
Romanians and 1,228 delegates have democratically, plebiscitarily and irrevocably decided the 
Unification of Transylvania with the mother country, accomplishing the dream of many generations. 
A new historical stage came to an end, a stage also outlined on the 15th of October 1922 by "our 
defining in terms of history", through the crowning of the Great Romania's monarchs, the King 
Ferdinand the 1st. 
 

Alba Iulia Heritage 

The city of Alba Iulia and the Citadel existing on its territory represent a touristic destination which is 
well-known both within the country and abroad, especially due to its anthropical resources, but also 
through the relatively diversified structure of its cultural heritage. 
Alba Iulia has a rich cultural heritage, being endowed with historical and medieval art monuments 
which are traces of the history of Central Europe, of Romania and Transylvania. 
This section is an invitation to become acquainted with the heritage of Alba Iulia, the starting point 
being the List of Historical Monuments published by the Ministry of Culture and Cults. Along with the 
historical buildings and monuments existing in the Citadel, the heritage list also includes a series of 
buildings from the Old Town (the Lower Town) which were declared historical monuments. 
 
More information about Alba Iulia visit the website: https://www.apulum.ro/index.php/alba_en  
 
Steluța farm  
 
Is a commercial horticultural company with a focus on 
fruit growing, located in Cluj-Napoca. It cultivates 77 
hectares of high-density fruit plantations, distributed 
as follows: 28 hectares of cherries, 26 hectares of 
plums, and 23 hectares of apples. The farm utilizes the 
latest technologies, varieties, machinery, fertigation 
systems, and equipment.  
 
The company owns a fruit warehouse with controlled 
atmosphere storage, modern sorting and packaging 
lines, and an apple processing line for cider and 
natural juices. The apple production is organic. 

https://www.apulum.ro/index.php/alba_en


Additionally, the company produces vegetables and flowers in a greenhouse covering 10,000 square 
meters. Products from Steluta farm are sold throughout the supermarket network in Romania and in 
its own stores. 
For more information, check website https://fermasteluta.ro  
 
 
    
The University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine Cluj-Napoca is the successor of the 
prestigious Higher School of Agriculture of Cluj, founded 145 years ago, in October 1869, under the 
name of Institute of Agronomic Studies, Cluj-Manastur. In 1906, the Institute reached the Academy 
level, becoming the Academy of Agriculture of Cluj. 
 
In October 1869 the Institute for Agronomic Education Cluj-Mănăștur was founded. The study period 
covered three years and upon completion, the graduates were awarded an „agronomist graduate” 
diploma. Currently, the university continues the tradition of the institute (1869-1906), as well as of  the 
subsequent institutions, respectively the Agriculture Academy Cluj (1906-1929), the Academy of High 
Agronomic Studies (1929-1948) and the Agronomy Institute  (1948-1992), being the rightful heir of 
their patrimony. The university evolved continuously over the years, diversifying the profiles and the 
specializations, against the modernization of higher agronomic education. 
 

 
 
At first, the Institute comprised only the Faculty of Agriculture. In 1935, an Animal Science department 
was created within the Faculty of Agriculture and later, in 1968, it became the Faculty of Animal 
Science. In 1992, new bioltechnology studies were developed, so that the faculty became the Faculty 
of Animal Science and Biotechnologies. The Faculty of Veterinary Medicine was founded in 1962 and 
the Faculty of Horticulture in 1977. Following the Senate decision in 17th of January 1990, the structure 
of the Agronomic Institute comprised four faculties: Agriculture, Horticulture, Animal Science and 
Biotechnologies and Veterinary Medicine. This structure was approved by the Ministry of Education by 
the decree M.I. no. 7751 of 27 April 1990. On 26th of January 2012, the University Senate approved 
the founding of the fifth faculty, the Faculty of Food Science and Technology. This decision was validated 
by the Government Decision no. 707 of 18th July 2012. Therefore, all five faculties currently function 
within UASMV Cluj-Napoca. On 15th of April 2022, the University Senate approved the founding of the 

https://fermasteluta.ro/


sixth faculty, the Faculty of Forestry and Land Measurement. This decision was validated by the 
Government Decision no. 433/03.08.2022. Therefore, all six faculties currently function within UASMV 
Cluj-Napoca. 
 
For more information visit the website: https://www.usamvcluj.ro/en/about-uasvm/  
 
 
Botanical Garden ”Alexandru Borza” 
 
The first botanic garden in Cluj was already operational at the beginning of the 19th century, located 
next to the Reformed College (between the current Mihail Kogălniceanu and Avram Iancu streets). It 
featured outdoor and greenhouse plant collections, being organized and financially supported by 
amateur botanist Wolfgang Cserey, who also launched the idea of establishing a national botanic 
garden in Cluj. 
 
But the first academic botanic garden of the city, the precursor of the present one, is connected to the 
founding of the Transylvanian Museum Society (1859) and the establishment of Franz Joseph University 
in Cluj (1872). It was designed by professor August Kanitz on the site donated by count Mikó (the park 
area on 5-7 Clinicilor Street). After 1900, professor Aladár Richter managed to purchase a nine-hectare 
plot of gardens and orchards in the southern part of the city (the current location of the botanic garden) 
in order to create a new botanic garden. But the development of the botanic garden on this new site 
was greatly affected by the start of World War I. 
 

 
From 1919, with the establishment of Dacia Superior University, Prof. Alexandru Borza was entrusted 
with the mission of completing the organization of this new botanic garden, which was subordinated 
to the university (today’s Babeș-Bolyai University). He extended its surface to 14 ha and resorted to the 
latest scientific concepts when planning its design. Thus, the principles of plant phylogeny and 
phytogeography were harmonized with the principles of ecology, artistic refinement and requirements 
of public education. 
 
For more information visit the website: https://gradinabotanica.ubbcluj.ro/en/home-3/  
 
Turda Salt Mine is one of the most spectacular natural underground formation shaped by people in 
the world. It is a prehistoric artifact that has been preserved over time. Turda Salt Mine was 
transformed into a veritable museum of salt mining thanks to the exceptional state of preservation of 
the mining operations and the equipment used for transporting salt, as well as the careful execution of 
the modernization work necessary to make the mine a popular tourist destination worldwide. The 
Stairway of the Rich, which is built of fir tree wood, the Echo Chamber, Theresa Mine Lake, the sole 
surviving &quot;crivac&quot; or horse mill, and a number of entertaining activities await visitors inside 
the Salt Mine. 
 

https://www.usamvcluj.ro/en/about-uasvm/
https://gradinabotanica.ubbcluj.ro/en/home-3/


For more information visit the website: https://www.salinaturda.eu/en/  

https://www.salinaturda.eu/en/

