Rasova Winery - Crama Rasova

Rasova Winery is one of the most modern wineries in Romania, built in
2014 on Vifor Hill, under the Dobrogea sun - a sun that is present over
2,100 hours a year, more than in any other area of the country. It is
located near the Black Sea, on the right banks of the Danube, overlooking
the bridge designed and built by Eng. Anghel Saligny here in 1890-1895,
during the time of King Carol I .

(https://www.cramarasova.ro/)

Constanta — visiting the old city center: The Casino, the Roman
mosaic, and the other iconic sights

The Historic Centre includes the "Peninsula™ where all the ancient and
medieval history of the city is concentrated.

Here are the ancient archaeological remains, including the great edifice
with Roman mosaics of Tomis City and the medieval "Genovese"
lighthouse. Other monuments from the 19t and 20t centuries, such as
the oldest Orthodox church in the city "The Transfiguration of Jesus", the
oldest Roman Catholic church "St. Anton of Padua™, the oldest Mosque,
"Hlnkiyar Cami", the oldest Synagogue, the former town hall which
houses the History and Archeology Museum, the statue of Ovidius
Publius Naso (exiled Roman Poet), "lon Jalea” Sculpture Museum, the
Casino building, the Aquarium, the "Admiralty", are all located close by.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constan%C8%9Ba)




Histria Ancient Greek Colony

Histria or Istros was a Greek colony near the mouths of the
Danube. The name Histria derives from the Latin word
"Hister", which means "Danube". Together, Histria means
"on the Danube". It is the first settlement on the current
Romanian territory. Histria was founded by Greek settlers
from Miletus around 657 BC.

The city of Histria had an uninterrupted development for
almost 1300 years, beginning with the Greek period and
ending with the Byzantine period. One of the reasons for the
city's abandonment was the clogging of the old Black Sea
bay, where the port was laid out, the bay now becoming the
Razim-Sinoe lagoon complex.
(https://patrimoniuldobrogean.ro/en/the-city-of-histria/)

Tulcea

Tulcea is the capital of the county with the same name. The city
is located on 7 hills, on the Danube banks , being continuously
populated starting from the period of the Gumelnita culture (2900
— 2200 BC), continuing with the Greek settlement of the Roman
Aegyssus from the 1t - 2nd centuries AD, with the city called
Tulcea from the time of Mircea the Elder (1386-1418).

Tulcea is the gateway to the Danube Delta, being a touristic city.
Here we will visit the Danube Delta EcoTourist Museum Center;
(https://chasingthedonkey.com/things-to-do-in-tulcea-romania-travel-

blog/)




Day tour in the Danube Delta

Boat trips in the Danube Delta are amazing. You may have the
chance to see deer crossing the Danube canals, observe the first
flight lessons of the baby egrets, witness the elaborate courtship
dance of the mating season of the Delta birds or maybe even
admire the dolphins play in the Black Sea.

The boatmen and guides, the people of the Delta, will take us to
the best places where we can get closer to Delta wild life. Close
to the reeds that hide a whole world of birds and fish or by the
sea, where the Danube relaxes after a journey of 2,000 km.

The Danube Delta has been a UNESCO World Heritage Site
since 1991.. The Danube Delta site is protected by the Ramsar

Convention as a wetland of international importance.

The biodiversity of the Danube Delta is represented by a number
of 7,280 species of which: 2,994 plant species, 4,286 animal
species.

(https://www.uncover-romania.com/attractions/nature/danube-delta/)




Mila 23 village

Mila 23, a typical fishermen village, is the only Lipovan settlement in
the delta from the end of the 19th century, which despite the numerous
floodings (from those times with no floodwall to protect the village),
succeeded in preserving its archaic charm, and continues to present an
authentic image of the picturesqueness specific to fishermen villages
and to a lifestyle that has survived unchanged throughout centuries.
The famous Romanian canocer lvan Patzaichin, four-time Olympic
Champion, admiral of the golden fleet of Romania in 5 editions of the
Olympic Games, was born in 1949 in the Mila 23 village, and is the
most renowned sportsman from Tulcea county.
(https://www.dunareaveche.ro/mila-
23/?lang=en#:~:text=Mila%2023%20is%20a%20village,be%20acces
sed%200nly%20by%20water/ )

Letea forest

6,000 years ago, where the Letea Forest is now, there was the sea.
That is precisely why there are many sand dunes. The highest
dunes at one point reached 22 meters. The relief is an alternation
of dunes and elongated depressions that connected the interior of
Grindul Letea with the rest of the Danube waters.

Letea Forest is the oldest nature reserve in Romania. It is also the
northernmost subtropical forest in Europe.

This is one of the most spectacular and well-preserved forests in
Europe, known for its biological diversity.

Many of the tourists who arrive in the Letea Forest want to see,
in addition to the dunes and centuries-old trees, the wild horses.
In the oldest nature reserve in Romania, there are approximately
2,000 wild horses.
(https://www.discoverdanubedelta.com/the-trip-to-letea-forest/)




Sulina city

Sulina, a small fishing town, is the town located at the lowest
average altitude in Romania. with an age of approximately 1,300
years. It is the city where pirates, princesses, fishermen, sailors
and ship captains, merchants and heroes loved and were buried
here. That is why the Maritime cemetery of Sulina is one of the
important touristic attractions.

A port on the Danube and the Black Sea, Sulina is not directly
connected to the road network in Romania, as it is located
between waters, so it can only be reached by either on the Danube
or the Black Sea.

Between 1856 and 1938, in Sulina was the headquarter of the
European Danube Commission.

By the 1900s, Romanians, Greeks, Russians, Armenians, Turks,
Austro-Hungarians, Jews, Albanians, Germans, Italians,
Bulgarians, Englishmen, Poles, etc. lived in Sulina. During this
period, Sulina was considered the most cosmopolitan city in the
world. Although for many vyears, the official language was
French, Greek was spoken on the streets, the Greeks being the
majority. (https://www.romanian-journeys.com/en/city/sulina)

Traditional lunch in the Danube Delta

The Danube Delta, one of the largest and most diverse
ecosystems in Europe, not only delights us with spectacular
landscapes, but also conquers us with its special cuisine. The
Delta’s food is a tasty combination of Romanian tradition, with
slightly spicy dishes, and Mediterranean flavours. A melange of
flavours, textures and surprising combinations, to be enjoyed in
a spectacular setting!

No matter where you come from, you will fall in love with the
gastronomy of the Danube Delta. The dishes of the area are
simple and tasty, some of them hundreds of years old, and their
star is the fish.
(https://www.travlocals.com/news/recipes-danube-delta/)




Danube Delta Eco-Tourist Museum Center

The Center includes a permanent exhibition, which mainly
presents elements characteristic of the natural heritage existing
in the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve, a public aquarium and
various temporary exhibitions. In a setting that faithfully
reproduces specific habitats of the Danube Delta and the Razim-
Sinoe Lagoon Complex, as well as other protected areas of
national importance in the Dobrogea Plateau, such as the Macin
Mountains National Park, the permanent exhibition allows the
discovery of the high biological diversity of the two units
geographic.
(https://iwww.icemtl.ro/danube-delta-eco-tourism-museum-center/)

Celic-Dere Monastery

The Celic-Dere Monastery is located in the North of Dobrogea
region, is one of the most important spiritual centres between the
Danube and the Black Sea. The stone church of the monastery
was built between 1901-1916.

The church of the monastery is built in a triconic plan, in amodern
classical  style of the  post-Byzantine  tradition.
(https://www.romanianmonasteries.org/other-monasteries/dobrogea-
monasteries/celic-dere)




The Romanian peony reservation from the Celic-Dere
Monastery

The peony (Paeonia sp.) is commonly present in the Romanian
traditional culture and folklore, with an impressive variety of
symbols mentioned in history, music, poetry, literature, painting,
design and architecture. The flowers are also found as traditional
motifs in folk costumes, traditional carpets, pottery and
decorative arts. The Romanian peony is also associated with
physical and spiritual beauty, as well as innocence, happiness and
shyness.

On 27 September 2022, the peony was declared the "National
Flower of Romania and the Romanian peony day is celebrated on
15 May.

In the forest around Celic-Dere Monastery, wild peonies are in
flower in May.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paeonia_peregrina)

Wine tasting at The Danube Delta Winery - La Sapata

The Danube Delta Winery is located in the North West area of the
Danube Delta. Somova village where the winery is located, is
enjoying a great touristic potential. La Sapata is a small producer
with 25 hectares of organic vineyards near Tulcea, in the Sarica-
Niculitel area. The owners are passioned farmers of Italian —
Umbria origin which delights, because we can call them "wine
artisans”, with principles of valuing high quality, and organic
production.

(https://www.lasapata.com/home-english.html)




Crossing the New Danube Bridge

After the lunch, we will depart to Bucharest, by crossing the
newest bridge on Danube, build in Romania. The bridge is the
third biggest in Europe. Braila Bridge over the Danube is a
suspended road bridge that crosses the river between Smardan
(Tulcea County) and Braila (Braila County) connecting the
historical regions of Dobrogea and Muntenia.

The suspended bridge has a total length of 1,974 m. The total
width of the Braila suspended bridge is 31.70 m. The vertical
gauge of the bridge is 38.0 m from the maximum Danube flood
level.

(en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Braila_Bridge)




